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Safran, CAUC and ENAC team up on electric taxiing

Airshow China (Zhuhai), November 7, 2018

 

At  this  year’s  Airshow  China,  Safran  Landing  Systems,  the  Civil  Aviation
University of China (CAUC) and the French national civil aviation school ENAC
(Ecole Nationale de l’Aviation Civile) signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) to study the potential of electric taxiing systems in major international
airports. The signing ceremony was held today, attended by Jean-Paul Alary,
Chief Executive Officer of Safran Landing Systems, Jing Yihong, Secretary
General  of  CAUC,  Dong  Jiankang,  President  of  CAUC  and  Bai  Jie,  Vice
President of CAUC.

 

Safran  Landing  Systems  and  Airbus  are  currently  developing  an  electric
taxiing  solution*,  which  will  allow  jetliners  to  taxi  autonomously,  without
using their jet engines or needing a tractor for pushback. With this system,
airlines can save up to 4% on fuel and cut in half their emissions of carbon
and other greenhouse gases (NOx, hydrocarbons, etc.). This solution would
be especially advantageous in very busy airports, where taxiing operations
may take up to 40 minutes.

 

For Safran Landing Systems, this partnership will enable the company to call
on the expertise of CAUC and ENAC, in order to simulate taxiing operations at
certain targeted airports.  The Civil  Aviation University of  China will  study
Asian airports,  while ENAC will  focus on European counterparts.  The two
schools  will  share  their  methods  and  analyses  so  that  Safran  Landing
Systems can enhance the system being developed,  in  terms of  different
airport  configurations.  This  study  extends  the  close  partnership  already
established by the two schools for the creation of a joint laboratory tasked
with enhancing the current air transport system.

 

“We are very pleased to have signed this partnership with two world-class
aviation schools,” said Jean-Paul Alary, CEO of Safran Landing Systems. “It
will  guarantee  the  complete  success  of  a  program  that  promises  major
improvements for both airports and airlines. Through this alliance, we will be
able to assess case by case the additional value brought by our electrical
taxiing solution based on each airport and airline profile.”

 

* How electric taxiing operates: instead of using its jet engines to taxi around
airports,  uselessly  burning up fuel,  the aircraft  will  taxi  by using electric



motors installed in the wheels on the landing gear. The electrical power for
these motors comes from the plane’s auxiliary power unit (APU).

Safran is an international high-technology group, operating in the aircraft propulsion and
equipment, space and defense markets. Safran has a global presence, with more than
58,000 employees and sales of 16.5 billion euros in 2017. Safran is listed on the Euronext
Paris stock exchange, and is part of the CAC 40 and Euro Stoxx 50 indices. With Zodiac
Aerospace, acquired by Safran in February 2018, the Group now has over 91,000 employees
and will generate an estimated 21 billion euros in adjusted annual revenues (2016 pro forma
figures).

Safran Landing Systems is the world leader of aircraft landing and braking systems. The
company has partnerships with 30 airframers in civil,  regional, commercial and military
transport, and supports 27,000 aircraft that operate more than 60,000 landings daily. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  :  h t t p s : / / w w w . s a f r a n - g r o u p . c o m  a n d
https://www.safran-landing-systems.com  /  Follow  @Safran  and  @SafranLandingS  on
Twitter

Contact(s)

https://www.safran-group.com
https://www.safran-landing-systems.com
https://twitter.com/SAFRAN
https://twitter.com/SafranLandingS

