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Bell Helicopter and Safran celebrate first delivery of the Bell
505 Jet Ranger X
Dallas, HAI Heli-Expo, 07 March 2017
Bell Helicopter, a Textron Inc. (NYSE: TXT) company and Safran (Euronext
Paris : SAF), celebrate today the first delivery of the Bell 505 Jet Ranger X.
The aircraft was delivered to private operator Scott Urschel, who is based in
Chandler, Arizona, and owner of Pylon Aviation.

Bell  Helicopter and Mr.  Urschel  commemorated this milestone in the Bell
Helicopter booth at Heli-Expo 2017.

"I could not be more pleased to receive the first Bell 505 and put the aircraft
into service," said Urschel. "I have been part of the Bell 505 program from the
very beginning and have been anticipating this moment. After experiencing
the  aircraft  first  hand,  I  could  not  believe  the  power  and  performance
capabilities for an aircraft in this class."

Urschel was part of Bell Helicopter's Customer Advisory Council (CAC) that
was directly  involved in  advising on the design of  the Bell  505.  The CAC
guided specifications and capabilities that were integrated into the platform
to fit a diverse set of mission needs. This first Bell 505 is configured for utility
operations  and  will  perform  in  various  mission  sets  to  include  charter,
tourism and utility.

"This is a momentous occasion for Bell Helicopter and the Bell 505 program,"
said Patrick Moulay, Bell Helicopter's executive vice president of Global Sales
and Marketing. "This marks the first of many deliveries, and we feel that we
truly hit the mark on delivering on our commitments to provide a safe, reliable
and high-performing aircraft to the short light single market."

The Bell 505 offers operators many standout advantages including the Safran
Helicopter Engines Arrius 2R engine that incorporates a robust and reliable
architecture coupled with a dual channel Full Authority Digital Engine Control
(FADEC) that improve safety and reduces pilot workload.

"Seeing the Bell 505 entering service is a very special moment for Safran, as it
is the first time we have partnered with Bell in a rotorcraft program," said
Bruno Even, Safran Helicopter Engines CEO. "We would like to congratulate
the Bell team who have contributed to this achievement. All of us at Safran
Helicopter Engines are very proud to be part of the team, and we will ensure
Pylon Aviation benefits from the best possible support."

With a speed of 125 knots (232 km/h), range of 340 nautical miles (629 km)
and useful load of 1,500 pounds (680 kg), the Bell 505 is designed to be safe
and  easy  to  fly  while  providing  significant  value  to  the  operator.  The
customer-driven  design  of  the  aircraft  places  safety,  performance  and
affordability  at  the  forefront,  blending  proven  systems  with  advanced
technology and a sleek, modern design.

The reliability, speed, performance, and maneuverability of the Bell 505 is
integrated with a flat floor, open cabin that is configurable for a wide variety



of missions and payloads. The spacious cabin can be configured to carry up
to four passengers or configured for internal cargo missions by removing
quick disconnect rear cabin seats and/or copilot seat. The Bell 505's flat floor
cabin design and large rectangular baggage compartment lets the Bell 505
adapt  to  your  changing  mission  needs.  These  features  combined  with  a
proven and reliable drivetrain and rotor system make the Bell  505 a true
multi-mission aircraft in the short light single-engine market.

Safran  is  a  leading  international  high-technology  group  with  three  core  businesses:
Aerospace (propulsion and equipment), Defence and Security. Operating worldwide, the
Group has 70,000 employees and generated sales of 17.4 billion euros in 2015. Safran is
listed on Euronext Paris and is part of the CAC40 index, as well  as the Euro Stoxx 50
European index.

Safran Helicopter Engines is the world's leading manufacturer of helicopter engines, with
more than 72,000 produced since being founded. It offers the widest range of helicopter
turboshafts in the world and has more than 2,500 customers in 155 countries.

For more information : www.safran-group.com et www.safran-helicopter-engines.com /
Follow @Safran and @SafranHCEngines on Twitter
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