PRESS RELEASE
Michelin and Safran announce successful flight tests of the first
connected aircraft tire on a Dassault Falcon 2000S
Le Bourget-Paris Air Show, June 18, 2019
Michelin and Safran Landing Systems have announced the successful flight tests of the first
connected aircraft tire, PresSense, on June 13 at the Istres air base in southern France, using a
Dassault Aviation Falcon 2000S.
A joint effort by Michelin and Safran Landing Systems, PresSense is a wireless solution for aircraft
tires, designed to facilitate maintenance operations for airlines. An electronic sensor measures tire
pressure and transmits this data wirelessly. There is no need for technicians to take readings from
the tire, because of the system’s wireless connection to a data base. All pressure readings are
saved and can be easily consulted via a Web interface, for maximum traceability. This process is
much simpler than traditional checks, which require technicians using a pressure gauge on the tire
valve.
After successful ground tests in January 2019, which validated wireless tire pressure readings for
different aircraft configurations, PresSense has just undergone successful initial flight tests on a
Falcon 2000S. Carried out under real conditions, these tests prove the validity of the technology
developed jointly by Michelin and Safran Landing Systems. The next step will be flight tests on
different aircraft at the end of 2019 and in early 2020.
Jean-Paul Alary, Chief Executive Officer of Safran Landing Systems, said: “This partnership brings
together two world leaders from different markets, namely tires and aircraft systems. Our two
companies share the same values and the same passion for innovation. With this program we
wanted to pool our talents and skills to accelerate the development and time to market of an
innovative digital solution that delivers exceptional value to our customers.”
Frank Moreau, Senior Vice President, Aircraft Business Line at Michelin, added, “Tires are a major
factor in aircraft safety during takeoffs and landing. With PresSense, we can guarantee the right
pressure with shorter measurements times, under any circumstances and at any airport or in
different theaters of operation, for civil or military applications. The continuous improvement of
safety is a critical part of Michelin’s approach to sustainable mobility. The first flight of a connected
tire is a milestone in our history, and we are proud to have shared this moment with our partner,
Safran.”
These flight tests mark the latest phase in the development of PresSense by Michelin and Safran
Landing Systems and pave the way for an entry into service towards 2020.
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Safran is an international high-technology group, operating in the aircraft propulsion and equipment, space
and defense markets. Safran has a global presence, with more than 92,000 employees and sales of 21 billion
euros in 2018. Safran is listed on the Euronext Paris stock exchange, and is part of the CAC 40 and Euro
Stoxx 50 indices.
Safran Landing Systems is the world leader of aircraft landing and braking systems. The company has
partnerships with 30 airframers in civil, regional, commercial and military transport, and supports 27,000
aircraft that operate around 70,000 landings daily.
For further details: www.safran-group.com and www.safran-landing-systems.com/Follow @Safran and
@SafranLandingS on Twitter
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Jérémie ROY : jeremie.roy@safrangroup.com / T +33 (0)1 46 29 18 22

About Michelin :
Michelin, the leading mobility company, is dedicated to enhancing its clients’ mobility, sustainably; designing
and distributing the most suitable tires, services and solutions for its clients’ needs; providing digital services,
maps and guides to help enrich trips and travels and make them unique experiences; and developing hightechnology materials that serve a variety of industries. Headquartered in Clermont-Ferrand, France, Michelin
is present in 170 countries, has more than 125,000 employees and operates 67 tire production facilities which
together produced around 190 million tires in 2018. (www.michelin.com)

Contacts
Michelin

Press
Baudouin Le Roux
+33 (0) 1 78 76 45 27
+33 6 8 37 94 70 (mobile)
baudouin.le-roux@michelin.com

Investors relations
Édouard de Peufeilhoux
+33 (0) 4 73 32 74 47
+33 (0) 6 89 71 93 73 (mobile)
edouard.de-peufeilhoux@michelin.com

2

