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a Biometric passport for France

On October 31, 2008, Jean-Paul Herteman, CEO of Safran, 
and Jean-Paul Jainsky, Chairman and CEO of Group 
company Sagem Sécurité, went to Chantilly, near Paris, 
where  Michèle Aliot-Marie, French Minister of the Interior, 
issued the first biometric passport to a French citizen.  
The ceremony was also attended by Eric Woerth,  
French Minister of the Budget. Sagem Sécurité  
and partner Atos Origin needed just four months to deploy 
the first systems that will allow French authorities  
to issue these highly secure documents.  

By June 2009, Sagem Sécurité will have delivered 
4,000 data acquisition and processing systems to town 
halls, prefectures and French embassies.  
These systems take the fingerprints and photos  
which will be embedded in the chips used on  
these new passports. 

K more
www.safran-group.com,  
“Media & Events”

Safran acquires 
Motorola’s 
biometrics business

At the end of 2008, Sagem 
Sécurité (Safran Group) signed 
the final agreement to acquire 
Motorola’s biometrics business. 
Once certified by authorities,  
this acquisition will allow Sagem 
Sécurité to bolster its position  
in the American security market, 
where it already provides top-
flight identification solutions  
to a number of prestigious 
customers. Based in Anaheim, 
California, Motorola’s biometrics 
business designs, develops, 
integrates and supports 
automated fingerprint 
identification systems.  
Customers of the two companies 
will benefit from the technological 
and operational synergies 
generated by the merger.

Following the contract signed in 
January by Eurocopter and the 
Brazilian army for 50 EC725 
helicopters, to be delivered from 2010 
to 2016, Safran (via local subsidiary 
Turbomeca do Brasil) will provide 
assembly and support services for the 

Makila 2A engines powering these 
machines. The company is teaming up 
with the Brazilian army, and will carry 
out engine maintenance in its repair 
center built in 2002. This facility also 
overhauls Arrius and Arriel engines for 
all operators in South America. 

Turbomeca teams up 
with Brazilian armed 
forces

Vinci, propelling 
Ariane’s future

The European conference of space ministers in November 2008 confirmed  
the continued development of the Vinci engine, intended for a new cryogenic  
upper stage on the Ariane 5 launcher. Vinci’s higher performance,  
in-flight restartability and ceramic matrix composite extendable nozzle will 
increase the launcher’s payload capacity by about two tons. The engine’s  
qualities have already been demonstrated during 31 firing tests. Design  
studies will continue until 2011, with a first launch towards 2016-2017.  
Snecma (Safran Group) is the European prime contractor for liquid rocket 
propulsion systems, and systems integrator for the new Vinci engine.  
By developing Vinci, Europe gives Ariane 5 the ability to meet the evolving  
requirements of launch customers. 

Vendée Globe, an inspiring 
adventure
During the recently concluded Vendée Globe around-the-world 
race, Marc Guillemot, skipper of the Safran Open 60 monohull 
racing yacht, demonstrated his courage, tenacity and solidarity. 
He voluntarily left his route off the coast of Australia to provide 
psychological support to Yann Eliès, the skipper of Generali 
(photo), who had been seriously injured in an accident. He 
stayed alongside his fellow competitor for 48 hours, providing 
invaluable support until a rescue boat arrived. After this intense 
experience, Marc Guillemot resumed the race. He overcame all 
obstacles along the way, from storms to technical problems 
during this solo race that lasted three months.  

K more
www.safransixty.com 
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Sperwer UAV flies tactical 
missions in Afghanistan

Messier-Bugatti signs 
first contract for 
A380 maintenance

Singapore Airlines, a major Airbus 
A380 customer with 19 on order  
(six already delivered), has signed  
a 14-year Global Care™ contract  
with Messier-Bugatti (Safran Group) 
covering maintenance of the 
company’s systems and equipment  
on these aircraft. This type  
of by-the-hour contract guarantees 

the dispatch reliability of  
Messier-Bugatti equipment,  
as well as a steady income  
stream for Messier-Bugatti.  
It covers the four complete  
systems that Messier-Bugatti 
provides on the A380: braking, 
steering, monitoring  
and filtration. 

On November 9, 2008, for the first time, French  
armed forces launched a Sperwer tactical UAV 
(unmanned aerial vehicle) into the skies over 
Afghanistan. Developed by Sagem* (Safran Group), 
the Sperwer drone carries out tactical protection, 
reconnaissance and target designation missions, vital 
for ground forces. Quickly deployable,  
and fitted with sophisticated optronic and infrared 
cameras, the all-weather Sperwer system transmits  
high-quality images back to a command center  
in real time. In Afghanistan, France is deploying  

two operational systems in the 61st Artillery  
Regiment, each comprising a catapult,  
a control station and four drones. 

The Sperwer system has already demonstrated  
its utility in this theater of operation, since  
it is also used by the Dutch and Canadian armies.  
The Canadian Sperwers (photo) were deployed  
in March 2006 and have carried out more  
than 1,000 missions to date. 

* Sagem is now the brand name for Sagem Défense Sécurité.

South Africa, 
regional 
development hub 

With its highly qualified labor 
force, South Africa is a 
geographic hub for maintenance 
and retrofit operations.  
For instance, Turbomeca  
(Safran Group), the world’s 
leading maker of helicopter 
engines, set up a facility six 
years ago that now employs  
265 people from Denel. Fellow 
Group company Sagem Sécurité  
also chose South Africa as  
a base to deploy its biometric 
control solutions in other  
African countries. 

August 26, 1909. Less than a month 
ago Blériot had made the first flight 
across the English Channel.  
Today, however, Henri Farman  
is stuck in the “pits” at the first  
“Grande semaine d’aviation” in 
the Champagne region, working with 
his mechanics to install the new 
seven-cylinder rotary engine just 
delivered by the Seguin brothers,  
the Gnome Omega. They finish in time 
and the following day he wins the 
“Grand Prix de Distance”, covering 
180 kilometers without refueling  
and setting a new record to 
the acclaim of the crowd. He 
subsequently wins two other prizes, 
including the “Prix des Passagers” 
by flying a complete lap with two 
passengers in just ten minutes.  
This light, rugged engine would be  
the first successful aeronautical 
product by the company Gnome, 
ancestor of Snecma (Safran Group).

K more
www.museesafran.com (French only)

A legendary powerplant, the Gnome Omega
The Wings of History 

International 
development

In October 2008 His Majesty 
Mohammed VI, King of 
Morocco (center), inaugurated 
the new Teuchos facility in 
Casablanca, on a site also 
housing Sagem Sécurité. 

Labinal, already established 
in Morocco, doubled the 
floorspace at its plant in 
Chihuahua, Mexico during  
the year. 

Snecma America Engine 
Services, a new subsidiary of 
Snecma Services, opened its 
CFM56 engine maintenance 
center in Querétaro, Mexico 
last May.

Turbomeca fetes 
70th anniversary

Joseph Szydlowski and André 
Planiol founded Turbomeca (now 
part of Safran) in 1938, and were 
successful right from the following 
year with their first compressor. 
Seventy years later, Turbomeca is 
the world’s leading maker of 
turbine engines for helicopters, 
having sold tens of thousands of 
powerplants worldwide. This major 
milestone was celebrated at all 
Turbomeca offices and facilities 
around the world. 
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